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Investment St. Petersburg

The exhibition Investment St. Petersburg will by be arranged on18-19 November 2003 by the St. Petersburg Committee on Economic Development, Industrial Policy and Trade. Both the prioritized investment projects of the City of St. Petersburg and investment projects of private enterprises will be represented at the exhibition. Seminars on state support and coordination of investment activities in St. Petersburg will be held within the framework of the exhibition. The President’s Plenipotentiary Representative in the Northwest federal region, St. Petersburg chamber of commerce, foreign chambers of commerce, The Centre of Strategic Development of Northwest Russia, various institutional investors, Russian and foreign banks and private companies are expected to visit the exhibition.

Contact: The St. Petersburg Committee on Economic Development, Industrial Policy and Trade, e-mail tanart@go.ru 

St. Petersburg’s Cooperation with Norrbotten

On 4 November, 2003 Vladimir Blank, Chairman of the St. Petersburg Committee on Economic Development, Industrial Policy and Trade had a meeting with Svetlana Hedström, Head of the International Department of Norrbotten County Administrative Board. The further implementation of the Agreement on cooperation between the City of St. Petersburg and the County Administrative Board of Norrbotten, signed in August 2002, was discussed. Among the issues addressed during the meeting were the possibilities for establishing Norrbotten’s representative office in St. Petersburg and the oncoming visit of Norrbotten’s Governor Per-Ola Eriksson to St. Petersburg. 

Source: Newsletter of the City of St. Petersburg, № 43, 10-16 November 2003.

St. Petersburg Subcontracting Center

The St. Petersburg Subcontracting Center celebrated its third anniversary in August 2003. The task of the company is to organize and develop networks of industrial cooperation in the field of mechanical engineering, instrument making as well as manufacturing of goods and services for industrial purposes in St. Petersburg. The Subcontracting Center set up the Electronic Subcontracting Information System encompassing a database of industrial resources and production needs of enterprises located in the region.

In cooperation with the City of St. Petersburg and the authorities of Southeast Finland, the Center develops industrial subcontracting between the enterprises of the border regions in the field of metal works and mechanical engineering. The preparatory work for defining the needs of Swedish-Russian production cooperation has recently been started. The first meeting between the Subcontracting Center and a group of Swedish shipbuilding companies, including Llightcraft Design Group and Marin Décor, took place in April 2003. 

Contact person: Vladimir Leonov, General Director, St. Petersburg Subcontracting Center, e-mail: lvi@spx.ru, http: www.spx.ru
The St. Petersburg Association of House Owners

The St. Petersburg Association of House Owners was established in 1999 by city associations and district unions of house owners and the City of St. Petersburg. This is a non-profit partnership called to solve the tasks of household management and maintenance, including technical service and overhaul, as well as information and legal support of householders.

The Association actively develops international contacts and implements in particular a number of joint projects with partners from Hanover and Berlin.  Currently the Association seeks foreign partners for carrying out competence development projects within the following fields: resource saving in housing facilities, bank loans for overhaul financing, and housing facilities management.

Contact person: Nikolai Pitirimov, Chairman, The Council of Association, e-mail: pitirim@mail.ru 

Finnish Investments in the Timber Industry of Leningrad Oblast 

In September 2003 a Finnish company Metsä-Botnia announced its decision to construct a modern sawmill in Leningrad Oblast. The project investments will constitute 60 million Euros with a payback period of 6-7 years and estimated production volumes of 300 thousand cubic meters per year. This is going to be a first step in a large-scale project of setting up a timber industry complex. The second phase with investments in amount of 900 million Euros implies the construction of pulp-and-paper mill. The third phase will include a set-up of woodworking equipment production and will cost 500 million Euros. 

Contact person: Elvira Guseva, Government of Leningrad Oblast, lenobl@lenobl.ru 

St. Petersburg Center for Air Quality Control and Management

St. Petersburg Center for Air Quality Control and Management (AQM) was presented on 23 September. AQM system was established and developed upon the order from the Committee on Environmental Protection and Safety, the City of St. Petersburg.

The system provides executive authorities of St-Petersburg, environmental organizations and public with on-line information on the quality of atmospheric air. The AQM system was launched in 1997 together with the Swedish Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology with a support from the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). 

The number of stations within the AQM system has recently been increased. It encompasses 12 automatic air control stations and 2 automatic meteorological stations. Every 20 minutes the Committee on Environmental Protection automatically receives the information on air pollution, including the level of nitric oxide and dioxide, carbon oxide, and sulphur dioxide, as well as a number of specific polluters. The system is supposed to implement the state environmental monitoring policy. 

Contact person: Elena Malysheva, press secretary of the Committee on Environmental Protection and Safety, the City of St. Petersburg, e-mail: malysh@ecodata.spb.ru
Schools’ Environmental Initiative

The international environmental movement Gatchinskiy district – St. Petersburg – Kronshtadt has been active in Leningrad oblast for over 13 years. The movement carries out environmental educational program Schools’ environmental initiative. The program is focused on environmental local lore studies, problems of waste recycling, the quality of drinking water etc. The movement organizes labor troops, environmental actions, social polls on environmental problems and conferences. It also publishes research works collection Environment. Safety. Life. 

The movement is interested in establishing cooperation with young Swedish environmentalists. Information booklet in English is available at www.eco.nw.ru 

Contacft person: Irina Metrukhina, Leningrad Oblast Legislative Assembly,

e-mail: pressa@assemblylenobl.ru 

The International Conference Leadership: Gender Perspectives

The International conference Leadership: Gender Perspectives was held in St. Petersburg on 27-28 October. The conference was arranged by the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation, the City of St. Petersburg and the St. Petersburg State Institute of High-Precision Mechanics and Optics with a support from the Swedish Institute and the Consulate General of Sweden. The following topics were covered: gender gaps in the modern society, gender and power, women at higher school.

A specialized section under the title Young People about the Gender Equality was held for students from the St. Petersburg universities. Scholars and specialists from various universities in the North-West Russia, Moscow, Sweden and Belgium, representatives of state authorities and business circles took part in the conference.

Contact person: Ludmila Gerasimova, Ph. D., professor, St. Petersburg Institute of High-Precision Mechanics and Optics, e-mail: ludmila@mail.ifmo.ru 

The IV Russian-Finnish Cultural Forum

The IV Russian-Finnish Forum devoted to the cultural matters was held in St. Petersburg on 11-13 September. This year the theme of the forum was The Youth and the Culture, with two thematic seminars on the agenda: Castles and Towers, and Arts Management. The objective of the Cultural Forum is to develop cooperation between actors in cultural sectors of Finland and Northwest Russia. The first Cultural Forum was in Helsinki in 2000 and since then such forums took place annually either in Helsinki or in St. Petersburg. According to the Forum’s rules, the host-country accumulates projects and cooperation proposals from the local universities, libraries, theaters, art galleries, and tourist organizations etc. The guest-country seeks partners for the presented projects.

Contact person: Kolkhonen Alena, PR-coordinator of Committee for Culture of Saint Petersburg Administration, e-mail: press@kkult.gov.spb.ru
The New St. Petersburg Museum 700 Years: Landskrona, Neva Mouth, Nyenskans

The museum 700 Years: Landskrona, Neva mouth, Nyenskans was opened on 25 April 2003 in St. Petersburg on the territory of Askold Business Centre. The museum is focused on the history of the territories of the peninsula between the rivers Neva and Okhta where the Swedish fortresses Landskrona and Nyenskans were built — until the era of Peter the Great. The museum’s display is based on the materials found during archaeological excavations on the territory of the fortresses and Nyen town in the 1990s. It is open for public and tourist groups.

The museum is interested in collaboration with cultural actors and exchange programmes, including exhibitions, festivals, seminars etc.

Contact person: Sophia Kasim, Ascold Business Centre, E-mail: museum@spb700.com , www.spb700.com
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