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Eurocities meeting in Manchester

Mrs Kristina Axén Olin, who recent-
ly was elected as the new Mayor of
Stockholm, participated at the Euroci-
ties conference ‘“Knowledge cities
- Villes du  futur” on the 22-25th
of November in Manchester.

The theme of the conference was the
knowledge economy and how cities
contribute to the delivery of the Lis-
bon Strategy’s objectives of making
Europe the most competitive, knowl-
edge based economy in the world, with
more and better jobs and increased so-
cial cohesion by 2010. The aim was to
create a platform to discuss how cities
can benefit from the opportunities pre-

sented by the knowledge economy, as
well as finding solutions to the chal-
lenges it creates.

The background for holding the con-
ference was the increasing recogni-
tion of the important role cities play
in the delivery of the EU and member
state policy objectives and we are also
entering a time when member state
governments begin to implement their
Lisbon National Reform Programmes.
Mr Thomas Friis Konst from Stock-
holm Region attended the conference
together with Mrs Axén Olin.

Read more on page 3

Europe INNOVA

The Stockholm Region was represent-
ed at the Europe Innova Conference -
“Re-innovating Europe — Challenges
for clusters and innovative business-
es” held in Valencia on the 26-28 of
November 2006. This conference on
innovation and entrepreneurship was
organized by the Commission with the
support of the Regional Government
of Valencia. The aim of the conference
was to explore Europe’s innovation

Stockholm Region - UBC
antenna in Brussels

Since October 2006 Stockholm Re-
gion is the host for the UBC Antenna
office! The Union of the Baltic Cit-
ies is an organization of 100 member
cities in the Baltic Sea Region. It is
a highly decentralized network of cit-
ies and provides numerous platforms
for meetings between politicians, of-
ficials and specialists from cities of all
sizes from all countries.

Read more in the special
UBC-supplement!

potential in order to put forward pol-
icy recommendations that promotes
innovation in Europe through build-
ing upon existing industrial strengths
and entrepreneurship.

Read more on page 3
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R4R & BIS-RTD - research projects

Building support to achieve the Bar-
celona target of 3% investment for
research and technological develop-
ment (RTD) within the member states’
national budgets has been identified
as one of the key challenges of the
revised Lisbon Agenda. In order to
support this, the Stockholm Region
(SR) together with several other part-
ner EU regions submitted two specific
project proposals to the EC under the
Sixth Framework Programme, prior-
ity: Support for the Coherent Devel-
opment of Policies, managed by DG
Research. Both proposals have been
successfully evaluated and therefore
selected for grants from the EC.

The Regions for Research (R4R)
Project will be led by Stockholm Re-
gion itself and will last for 24 months
starting, most probably, in January
2007. The R4R project responds to
the need to foster the circulation of
experiences, and more than that, to
make the adoption of successful mod-
els easier throughout the Union, so as
to contribute to a more integrated and

effective synergy between research
and the industry both at European
and at regional level. The aim of the
project is to build up expertise in the
public administrations to improve the
current practice in designing, imple-
menting and monitoring of Knowl-
edge Transfer Systems in the partner
countries or regions.

The R4R project will build on the co-
operation and experience of 8 Euro-
pean regions: Stockholm, Catalonia,
Veneto, Noord-Brabant, Mazovia,
Slovenia, Flanders and Sofia. The sec-
ond project, called Building and Im-
proving Support for RTD Policy and
Public Spending Project (BIS-RTD) is
led by the Slovenian Research Agen-
cy, with SR as one of the main part-
ners and implementers. Both projects
are considered as pilot interventions
by the EC, in the sense that they will
serve as testing models for future ac-
tions and programmes.

For more information, please contact
mikael.olsson@stockholmregion.org

Baltic Metropolltan Economic Forum 2006

Mpr Lech Watesa

The Baltic Metropolitan Economic
Forum was held on 15-16 Septem-
ber 2006 in Gdansk, Poland. The
Stockholm Region representation in
Warsaw, represented by Mr Thomas
Friis Konst, participated at the event
together with among others Lech
Walgsa, former president of Poland,
and Per Unckel, Geneneral Secretary
of the Nordic Council.

The main theme of the event was a de-
bate on opportunities and conditions
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for transferring services centres to
the Gdansk Metropolitan Area as the
opportunity for reducing operating
costs, within the frame work of “Busi-
ness Process Offshoring”. Other areas
discussed were regions’ investment
attractiveness in the light of globali-
sation challenges as well as regional
policy vs. investors’ expectations in
the process of making investment de-
cisions.

The event referred to an area of co-
operation and developing mutual re-
lations between domestic and foreign
investors and local governments’ rep-
resentative. It aimed at stimulating
investments in the Polish Pomeranian
Region, which should effect in in-
creasing significance and attractive-
ness of the region in Europe.

For more information, please contact
mikael.olsson@stockholmregion.org

Editorial

This autumn
has been very
active with
several impor-
tant events. The
new Mayor of
Stockholm, Mrs Kristina Axén Olin,
participated at the Eurocities meeting
in Manchester in November. Stock-
holm Region was also represented
at the Europe Innova conference in
Valencia, a major event with a focus
on Europe’s innovation potential.

Our EU Programme Information
Day, updating our stakeholder on the
new EU programming period, was a
big success. Stockholm Region also
participated for the fifth time at the
Open Days in Brussels, attracting a
lot of attention.

We are very glad and honoured to
represent the Union of the Baltic Cit-
ies in Brussels. Since October 2006
we are the Brussels antenna for this
important and active network cover-
ing more than 100 cities in the Baltic
Sea Region.

We now look forward to a very in-
spiring and challenging 2007.

The EC financed research project
“R4R - Regions for Research”, man-
aged by Stockholm Region, will be
launched in January. In April our
representation in Warsaw organizes a
Study trip to Poland and in June the
Lisbon Regions Network will arrange
a major seminar in Sweden.

Best Stockholm regards
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Thomas Friis Konst
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Eurocities meeting in Manchester

(Continued from page 1)

The conference consisted of plenary
sessions including roundtable discus-
sion and speed networking sessions.
These were grouped in three pillars
of competitiveness, sustainability
and social inclusion. The conference
aimed at showing how cities can lead
the way in improving the economic
competitiveness, environmental sus-
tainability and social cohesion of Eu-
rope. It also gave opportunities for the
leaders of major cities in Europe to
share, with EU decision-makers and
other stakeholders, knowledge, expe-
rience and ideas on how to develop
the knowledge economy at the local
level. Eurocities is a network bringing
together local governments in more
than 130 cities in over 30 European
countries. The network gives the cit-
ies a voice in Europe by taking part in
dialogues with EU institutions on all

aspects of EU legislation, policies and
program that have an impact on the
cities and theirs citizens. The network
provides a platform for its member
cities to share knowledge and ideas,
to exchange experiences, to analyze
common problems and create inno-
vative solutions through a vide range
of forums, working groups, projects,
activities and events. FEurocities

homepage: http://www.eurocities.org.
For more information, please contact
maria.bredin@stockholmregion.org

Mprs Kristina Axen Olin

Europe Innova

(Continued from page 1)

The focus was on innovation in the
traditional sectors, such as construc-
tion, automotives and textiles, as well
as on the fast growing innovative
companies. The conference gathered
several hundreds participants, among
them many innovation experts from
across Europe. One of the speakers
was Curt Nilsson from the Foundation
for collaboration between the Univer-
sities in Uppsala, the industry and the
public sector (STUNS), Uppsala Sci-
ence Parc in Sweden. His presentation
was about commercializing academic
research and more specifically about
the experiences from the Uppsala-
Stockholm Bioregion. The Stockholm
Region was also represented through
the Lisbon Regions Network, which
is a cooperation between 9 regions in-
terested in the delivery of the Lisbon
Strategy at regional and local level.
The network had a stand at the be-
longing exhibition area.

Europe Innova is an initiative for in-
novation professionals supported by
the Commission under the 6th Frame-

work programme. The fundamental
objective of Innova falls in line with
the policy direction set out within the
FP6 priority of “Structuring the Euro-
pean Research Area”. In acting as the
focal point for innovation networking
in Europe, Europe Innova aspires to
inform, assist, mobilise and network
the key stakeholders in the field of en-
trepreneurial innovation.

For more information, please contact
joanna.szyfter@stockholmregion.org

Solna event in Brussels

The ageing population and the future
care of the elderly are challenges fac-
ing European local and regional au-
thorities. In this context, the City of
Solna organised a seminar in Brussels
on the 16th November under the theme
“Elderly Care — Competence develop-
ment and Quality Assurance”.

The event mainly focussed on three of
the City of Solna’s initiatives to pro-
vide better elderly care in the City:
the career ladder, quality assurance
of the home service and the research
project, a cultural approach and equal
rights in the City’s elderly care. In re-
cent years the Office of Care Services
for Elderly and Disabled in the City of
Solna has worked creatively, based on
the needs of elderly people, to ensure
good elderly care. The purpose of the
seminar was to show how Solna has
established a model service in elderly
care, sharing its experiences of meth-
ods to guarantee high quality care and
competent personnel in elderly care.
Solna also wanted to find possible
partners ahead of coming rounds of
applications for project funds.

The seminar was dedicated to the late
Mayor Mr Anders Gustav, a devoted
European and former Vice-President
of the Committee of Regions.

For more information, please contact
monika.rosenqvist@solna.se
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Solna visits St Petersburg

On 30 September-4 October a del-
egation of Solna city headed by Sune
Reinhold, Chief Executive Officer,
visited St. Petersburg. In 2000-2002
Solna took an active part in one of the
pilot projects within the framework of
the Russian-Swedish project “Devel-
opment of Social Work in St. Peters-
burg” and shared its experience with
the Kirovsky city district. As a result
2 social centers were opened. During
the meeting with the Administration
of the Kirovsky district, prospects of
further cooperation were discussed.
Several social institutions as well
as the Museum Narvskaya Zastava
— cultural center of the district - were
presented to the delegation. The pro-
gramme of the visit also included a
meeting with the colleagues from the
Admiralteysky city district. Konstan-
tin Shmelev, Head of the Adminis-
tration of the Admiralteysky district,
made a presentation of the district
and ongoing projects in the econom-
ic, construction, social and cultural
sectors. Fields of possible coopera-
tion were discussed. Study-visits to
the Youth Palace, orphan asylum for

handicapped children as well as a re-
cently constructed trade center took
place. During the meeting with Irina
Belinskaya, Director of St. Petersburg
Construction Center, Anton Libman,
Deputy Director of the Agency for
Strategic Investments, St. Petersburg
Committee for Investments and Stra-

tegic Projects, and Alexey Kaidalov,
Deputy Head of the St. Petersburg
Construction Committee, St. Peters-
burg strategic investments projects
were presented. The parties discussed
the current construction of new foot-
ball stadiums both in Solna and St.
Petersburg. For more information,
please contact stockholm.office@
stockholm.spb.ru

Cooperation agreement
with Leningrad Region

Leningrad Region Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and Stockholm
Chamber of Commerce have signed
a Cooperation Agreement in order to
facilitate business contacts develop-
ment between entrepreneurs, organi-
zations and companies in the regions.
The Agreement stipulates the ar-
rangement of exhibitions, fairs, semi-
nars, conferences and other events
for presenting the business commu-
nities, as well as the economic and
export potential of the both regions.
The chambers plan to exchange
information on legislation in the
field of foreign economic activities,
customs clearance, certification and
export-import duties. The Lenin-
grad Region Chamber of Commerce
currently considers a possibility of
arranging a visit of the business del-
egation to Stockholm.

For more information, please contact
Stockholm Region Office in St. Pe-
tersburg,  Stockholm.office@stock-
holm.spb.ru.

Upplands Vasby in
Brussels

On the 8th of November the Stock-
holm Region office was visited by
the municipality of Upplands Vésby.
They are one of many municipalities
in the region who take the possibil-
ity to come to Brussels to learn more
about specific policies on EU level or
just to get a more general overview
and a feeling of the EU-institutions
and how they influence local authori-

ties.

- Our interest in the EU should from
now on concern a greater and more
active monitoring of EU and interna-
tional affairs, says Johan Levferstrom,
human resource manager in Upplands
Visby, after their Brussels visit.

The municipality is situated between
Stockholm and Uppsala -20 km from
Stockholm and 15 minutes from Ar-
landa airport. The location offers rich
and varied natural surroundings and
culture life, as well as thriving com-
mercial environment. The geographic
position in a region of strong growth
has contributed to the fact that several
interationally known companies have
chosen to establish themselves in Up-
plands Visby. In Upplands Vésby
the private sector is cooperating with
the municipality to create a dynamic
economy with commerce, working
places and companies.

Upplands Vésby has today several
international contacts. The municipal-
ity has for instance since a long time
agreements with Elimdki in Finland
and Piaseczno in Poland as twin cit-
ies. Their cooperation concerns for
example schools, culture, leisure and
trade and industry. But the external
view has so far not been enough di-
rected outside the home arena, and the
attitude towards international actors
has not been so active and strategic
based, Levferstrom adds.

The visit to Brussels has increased the
awareness of the impact of EU deci-
sion-making on the local level accord-
ing to Lefverstrom. An earlier and a
more deliberate communication of the
EU-related issues in the municipality
will be important in the future.

For more information, please contact:
johan.lefverstrom@upplandsvasby.se



EU Programme Information day

How will the new EU programmes
look like and what can they offer
the Stockholm Region? This was the
overreaching question on the 27th of
September at a seminar in Brussels
organised by the representation of
Stockholm Region. A delegation of
almost 100 hundred from the Stock-
holm Region came down to Brussels
to meet with representatives from the
commission and networks, informing
about the programming period 2007-
2013.

Mr Koukal, head of Prague House

During the seminar, programmes such
as PROGRESS, FP7, CIP, the cohe-
sion funds, ENP was discussed from a
local and regional view point. The ob-
jective of the seminar was to increase
the knowledge about the programmes
for the region to be able to start plan-
ning for future participation in new
projects.

The seminar started officially with an

evening reception at the Prague House
in Brussels, with several high level
guests, who were greeted by the Gov-
ernor of Stockholm, Mr. Hellstrom
and the head of Prague office, Mr.
Koukal. At the reception, the former
vice Mayor of Stockholm, Ms Vivi-
anne Gunnarsson, was also present to-
gether with representatives from the

Mr Mats Hellstrom

European Commission, the national
level, business, and regional offices.

The seminar itself took place at the
Swedish Permanent Representation,
the London representation and the
Asturias representation. An emphasis
in the presentations was put on how
the Stockholm Region in the new pro-
grammes can contribute as a successful
partner within areas suck as regional
growth, innovation, employment, re-
search and social affairs. Within these
areas, the region has great knowledge
and comparative advantage, while still
looking for improvement and sharing

The evening reception

My Carl Cederschiold

of best practise.

The planning for the follow up of
this seminar in 2007 is already taking
place, where a focus will be on project
development and cooperation within
the priority areas of Stockholm. If in-
terested in project development and
future cooperation, please contact Ms
Jessica Rabenius at the Stockholm
Region for further information.

Seminar on Bulgaria and
Romania

Bulgaria and Romania will join the
European Union in January 2007.
The Stockholm Region Office invited
Anna Olsson Vrang, Desk Officer at
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, De-
partment for European Union Affairs,
to speak about these two countries.
Twenty five EU coordinators from
different municipalities attended the
seminar.

Bulgaria and Romania applied for EU
membership in 1995 and are techni-
cally part of the eastern enlargement.
They were denied accession in 2004,

however, because of their slow prog-
ress towards economic and democrat-
ic reform. There are still some doubts
remaining. The Commission’s report
focuses on several problems and both
countries will be closely monitored
in the areas of concern. Corruption is
widespread in both Bulgaria and Ro-
mania, although some progress has
been made. The average household
income is low in both countries and
many people work long hours or hold
two jobs. Education levels are high,
however, and technical knowledge
and competence is good.

Sweden has good political relation-

ships with both Bulgaria and Roma-
nia. Trade is increasing and there are
joint ventures in cultural, environment
and energy areas. Tourism to Bulgaria
has also increased. Bulgaria and Ro-
mania are similar both historically
and culturally. Priorities for the future
are predominantly reform, moderniza-
tion, economic growth, infrastructure,
population increase, and international
contacts and cooperation.

For more information, please contact:
sara.farzam(@stockholmregion.se
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Public Services Summit @ Nobel Week 2006

The Public Services Summit event
(Public Services Summit @ Nobel
Week 2006) was held on Dec. 8-10
in Stockholm. The event has been
co-hosted for five years by the city of
Stockholm and Cisco, and this year
attracted some 300 senior decision
makers from around the world. The
theme of the summit was to “inspire,
innovate and empower” in creating
the society of the future. Kristina Alv-
endal, the Vice Mayor of Stockholm,
showcased some of the leading online
government initiatives that have re-
cently been introduced in the Swedish
capital.

“Public sector heads recognize now
more than ever the need to exchange
information and best practice with
counterparts worldwide,” said Alven-

dal. “Co-hosting this event gives us an
opportunity not only to demonstrate
the technology-enabled advances
we are making in Sweden, but also
to learn from the many high-profile
speakers and attendees who will come
here.”

The summit is a networking event
where attendees can share issues,
views and information openly with
peers. The theme of the event — In-
spire, Innovate and Empower —
touched on many of the issues for the
public sector: how government de-
partments can become more effective,
how they can break down the institu-
tional barriers between them, how they
can create citizen satisfaction and, last
but not least, how to create economic
growth through innovation.”

UPCOMING EVENTS:
- R4R Project kick-off Jan

- Enschede delegation Jan
- 2nd global Portugal Feb

- MIPIM France March

- Warsaw study trip April

- Emilia-Romagna conf. May
- Noord-Brabant visit May

- CEO delegation May

- LRN event June

- EREF, Slovenia June

For more information, please contact:
Christer Marking, Chairman of the
stearing committe, christer.marking@
stadshuset.stockholm.se.

Open Days 2006
— investing in the EU

For the fifth time, the Stockholm Re-
gion was selected to participate in
the Open Days — European Week of
Regions and Cites. The event was or-
ganised in Brussels during 9-12th of
October and served as a communica-
tion platform for public and private
stakeholders from all levels of gov-
ernance. The title of the event was
“Investing in Europe’s Regions and
Cities”. Stockholm Region was part
of the conglomerate Lisbon Regions
representing the network with the
same name.

The conglomerate presented two
workshops under the heading “In-
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Mr. Anders Bergstrom speecii

vesting in competitiveness”. The first
workshop provided some insights
in territorial marketing as a tool for
growth and jobs, while the second one
was more outward focusing on key
factors for global competitiveness.

The Stockholm Region was repre-
sented among the speakers by Mr. An-
ders Bergstrom, the Vice President for
Investment Promotion in Stockholm.
Mr. Bergstrom presented the new
marketing, development and invest-
ment strategy of the region under the
motto “Stockholm — Capital of Scan-
dinavia”. In his speech, Mr. Bergstrom
explained the rationale behind why
Stockholm can be considered as the
capital of Scandinavia when it comes
to business, culture and as a meeting
point. The speech also touched upon
the broad cooperation between the
municipalities in the region, for ex-
ample within the Stockholm Business
Alliance, which can be seen as one of
the reasons for the success of the re-
gion.

The Open Days attracted thousands

S > European Week of Regions and Cities

- OPEN Brussels
S DAYS 9- 12 October 2006

of visitors to the over 100 seminars
and the Investors Café. New for the
year was also the decentralised events
organised in the different participat-
ing home regions. In Stockholm, the
seminar “Transport Policy and Traffic
Planning in a Competitive Perspec-
tive” was organised together with
the Council for the Stockholm-Milar
region, Stockholm County Council,
the Office of Regional Planning and
Urban Transport and the University
of Sodertérn. The seminar focused on
how transport policy and traffic plan-
ning could be implemented to achieve
an efficient and a sustainable transport
system in a greater functional urban
region.

For more information, please contact:
jessica.rabenius@stockholmregion.
org.
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Baltic Sea Perspectives in Brussels

The Baltic Sea Region exceeds Eu-
ropean standards on many indicators.
The Region seeks to be the role model
for Europe in achieving sustainable
growth based on innovation, mobil-
ity and integration. The Stockholm
Region was one of the organizers of
the conference: Baltic Sea Region
Perspectives - innovation, mobility,
integration, that took place on the
9th November 2006 in Brussels. The

From leﬁ Mr Tommy Karls-
son, Mr Per Unckel, Mr Thomas
Friis Konst and Mrs Inger Linge

conference was initated by the Baltic
Metropoles network, with the City of
Stockholm as one of the members.
Among the speakers were Per Un-
ckel, president of the Nordic Council
and also the coming Governor of the
Stockholm County. Inger Linge, the
President of the Stockholm County
Council, attended the conference.
The conference discussed how the
Baltic Sea Region contributes to the
common European Agenda and will
identify initiatives to be implemented
by the EU with a view to ensure fur-
ther development of this area. Each
section was composed of speakers
from the European Parliament, the
European Commission, Baltic Sea
organizations and business or interest
groups. For more information, please
contact mikael.olsson@stockholmre-
gion.org.

Swedish-Russian Healthcare Workshop

A Swedish-Russian healthcare work-
shop was held in St. Petersburg on 22-
24 November 2006. This was a step in
implementing the Cooperation Agree-
ment between the five counties of
Stockholm-Mailar region and the City
of St. Petersburg, signed on 2 Febru-
ary 2006. Cooperation between the
regions within the healthcare sector is
among the Agreement’s priorities.

The management of 15 Swedish com-
panies, including healthcare services
providers and the producers of medi-
cal equipment, took part in the work-
shop. The main idea of the workshop
was to give the participants an insight
into the St. Petersburg market of
healthcare services and equipment, as
well as provide them with appropriate
business contacts. The programme of

the workshop encompassed the con-
ference arranged together with the
City of St. Petersburg, contact fo-
rum with local market players, a
series of presentations for Swedish
participants covering various as-
pects of the local market, as well as
the programme of study-visits to St.
Petersburg private and public health-
care institutions. The workshop was
arranged by the Stockholm County
Council and Stockholm Region Of-
fice in St. Petersburg in cooperation
with the Stockholm County Adminis-
trative Board, the East Europe Com-
mittee of the Swedish Healthcare
Community (SEEC), The Swedish
Handicap Institute, Swecare Founda-
tion, the Swedish Consulate General
in St. Petersburg and the City of St.
Petersburg.

For more information,
please contact Stock-
holm Region Office in
St. Petersburg, Stock-
holm.office@stock-
holm.spb.ru

Stockholm and Russia
join forces in Brussels

The Stockholm-Milar Region works
to strengthen the competitive edge of
the Baltic Region from a global per-
spective, and has long-term partner-
ships with several regions in Baltic
Sea countries. Russia is one of these
countries.

The new financial framework of the
European Union comes into effect in
2007. Efforts are also ongoing to re-
new the EU’s cooperation agreement
with Russia in 2008.

There are several agreements between
parts of Russia and the Stockholm Re-
gion including Sérmland/Leningrad
County, Vistmanland/Vologda, Ore-
bro/Novgorod, Stockholm County
Council/Moscow Region, Stockholm
City and St Petersburg City, and the
Milar Region’s five counties and St
Petersburg County.

The Stockholm-Mélar Region ac-
tively supports different forms of
development cooperation aimed at
strengthening ties between our re-
gions and promoting long-term peace
and sustainable development.

The regions cooperate in a number
of areas: Health and Social Issues,
Private Enterprise, Tourism, Culture,
Education and the Environment.Sev-
eral years of partnership have led to a
wealth of knowledge and experience
that should be disseminated to other
regions and EU institutions.

As a result, we plan to implement a
joint activity with our Russian part-
ners in Brussels in autumn 2007. This
will include a high level seminar for
politicians/policy-makers and EU in-
stitutions on future conditions, and a
seminar on marketing Russian-Swed-
ish local/regional partnerships in the
Baltic Region.

For more information, please contact:
lillian.westerberg@stockholmregion.
se




Interview with Dr. Mar-
cus Wenig - Director of
the Representation of

Brandenburg to the EU

- Could you
describe what
characterizes

Brandenburg?

Brandenburg is
the largest one
of the East Ger-
man Lénder and
is situated around Berlin with a 250
km border to Poland. The close co-
operation with our Polish neighbour
serves to jointly address common
challenges as infrastructure and eco-
nomic cooperation. Brandenburg with
its capital Potsdam has a rich cultural
heritage, an impressive landscape and
is a centre for research and innova-
tion. Our cooperation with Berlin in
the capital-region of Germany aims at
better utilising the opportunities and
potentials of this region.

- What kind of relations do you have
with Stockholm Region?

We have excellent relations with the
Stockholm Region Representation in
Brussels and I hold the formidable
work of Thomas Friis Konst and his
staff in very high esteem. Together
with the offices of Brussels Capital
and Masowsze our two Representa-

Stockholm Region News is a quarterly

publication of the Stockholm Region since

the region of

The State of

1999 and provides an overview of
activities undertaken by the organisation.
The main objective of the Stockholm
Region is to market and bring information
about Stockholm, Sormland,Vastmanland
and Uppsala Counties which comprise the
Stockholm Region.

Publisher: Thomas Friis Konst
Editor: Mikael Olsson
Production: Mikael Olsson
Print: Drifosett Printing

Please do not hesitate to contact us if
you have any questions regarding the
topics covered in this issue or if you
wish to receive further information.

tions organised in 2003 a conference
titled “EU-Enlargement — Bringing
Europe Closer to its citizens” which
received highest attention in the EU
community. Since more than two
years we also work very closely with
Stockholm in the “Wider Europe En-
largement Network” which combines
regions from present and future Mem-
ber States.

- How is Brandenburg represented
in Brussels?

Our Representation is a unit in the
Department of European and Interna-
tional Affairs of the State Chancellery
and is responsible to the State Secre-
tary for Federal and European Affairs,
Dr. Gerd Harms. There are 11 staff
members working at the Representa-
tion, 7 professional staff and 4 admin-
istrative staff. The State Chancellery
provides the core staff and 4 minis-
tries are seconding desk-officers on a
rotating basis.

- What would you say are your main
tasks here in Brussels?

Our main task is to inform our Gov-
ernment in Potsdam on issues relevant
to our country and to promote our
interests in EU affairs through con-
tacts with the decision makers in the
European institutions. Every year the
Government of Brandenburg defines a
list of political priorities in European
affairs which serves as a guideline for
our activities in Brussels.

-What kind of future do you wish
for the European Union?

The Member States of the European
Union must find a way to end the
deadlock of the European Constitu-
tion and I very much count on the
forthcoming German Presidency.
The decision making process of the
Union needs to be more transparent
with a clear division of competences
and accountability of measures taken.
The fields of qualified majority vot-
ing must be broadened. We also need
one voice when addressing external
issues. And most important of all, we
must bring the European Union closer
to its citizens.

Contact Stockholm Region
staff:

ferdinand.alonso@stockholmregion.org
Assistant Director, Brussels

sergey.baranov(@stockholm.spb.ru
Operations Manager

maria.bredin@stockholmregion.org
Project Assistant

louise.carle@stockholmregion.se
Office Coordinator

madelen.charysczak@stockholmregion.org
European Desk Officer

sara.farzam(@ stockholmregion.se
Project Assistant

asa.fornander@stockholmregion.org
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