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Dear all,
 
Concerns: Invitation to Workshop on 8 May 2008 on Exchange of best practices in suicide prevention focusing on young people
In the framework of our exercise concerning suicide prevention among youngsters, which started in February, Vleva (the Flanders-European Liaison Agency: http://www.vleva.eu )  with the support of EUREGHA are planning on moving to the next stage. Therefore we are looking for other regions in Europe who might be interested in sharing experiences.
 
Suicide prevention is a priority of the Flemish government in their health policy development. Our current Action Plan was approved in 2006 and aims at lowering the level of suicide in the region by 8% by 2010. Among others, young people are considered to be a target group. The implementation of this Action Plan for young people involves 5 strategies: 
 
· Promotion of a healthy environment 
· Education and training 
· Signal detection (capacity building) 
· Guidance inside schools 
· Treatment outside schools 
 
We have identified so far that within the policy area of suicide prevention, there is a lot of diversity between regions in Europe. We are convinced that an improved exchange of information and discussion between several regions in Europe would enhance the quality of the different prevention strategies. 
 
Therefore, we would like to organize a workshop to see if it is possible to exchange best practices within this policy area. 
Vleva and EUREGHA invite your region to join this exercise and gain common knowledge. If several regions could manage to work together and exchange best practices, it might support the development of European policies. 
 
It is however important to identify experts with sufficient knowledge to participate in this initial meeting. Participation would be welcome for experts in the field of suicide prevention, and more particularly prevention among young people. The workshop is open to all, but with the objective to have a first-contact interactive discussion. We therefore seek to organize an expert round-table involving experts involved in the development and/or coordination of suicide prevention strategies and campaigns.
The goal of this workshop is to identify if it is possible to exchange best practices within the policy of suicide prevention. If this is possible we can create a network among the participating regions to identify these best practices. 
After the meeting, a report will be circulated to the participants. 

Enclosed you find the agenda, place and details for registration
 
