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Ideas and areas of interest for cooperation on international projects – from Skanderborg Municipality, Denmark
The municipality of Skanderborg, Central Denmark Region, has decided to approach local issues related to energy consumption, energy production and climate strategy with a strong focus on international based solutions. Based on this, the municipality wishes to get in contact with relevant partners within 4 areas:

1) Testing/development of Smart Grid technology

2) CO2 efficient villages and city parts

3) Energy behaviour in households

4) Solar thermal solutions
About the municipality

The municipality of Skanderborg contains 57.303 inhabitants and is neatly situated in the eastern part of Central Denmark, in close proximity to Aarhus, the second largest city in Denmark. 

The Department of Planning & Business development employs 11 people of which 3 are involved in the international cooperation of the community, among other things contact to the city’s twinning town, Eisenach in Germany. Previously, the municipality has participated in an INNOURBA project on urban development with partners from Sweden and Finland. 

The Department of Planning & Business development employs a climate co-ordinator working on Agenda 21 related tasks, especially within the field of climate and energy; an area with a high priority in the municipality. 

Currently, Skanderborg Municipality is adapting a new climate policy, which focuses on three key areas: 1) converting energy consumption in the municipality (business, households etc. included) into renewable energy; 2) reducing energy consumption and 3) cooperation with businesses and civil society and dissimination of information about switching to the use of energy from renewable energy resource. There is also a strong desire to link the climate strategy to the business development policy which is currently under preparation, in order to ensure that local companies benefit from climate projects and other activities necessary in the step towards a greener economy. 

The municipality has wide experience in terms of engaging the business life and the civil society in dialogue, and the municipality is known to other Danish municipalities for its high level of citizen involvement. Subsequently, Skanderborg municipality has a good foundation for participating in projects that has a high level of citizen involvement. 

Geographically, the municipality has good infrastructural ties with the rest of the Central Denmark region, the other part of Denmark and the northern part of Germany. Also, Skanderborg is only an hour’s drive away from the two international airports, Billund and Aarhus Airport. Skanderborg and its co-municipal cities have a dynamic business life, which is primarily made up of small and medium sized enterprises. The employment rate in area is high, due to a well educated labour force and the proximity to the Central Denmark’s capital, Aarhus. 

1. Smart Grid technology

The municipality of Skanderborg would be interested in participating in projects related to Smart Grid technology. Specifically, the municipality may offer a test platform for potential projects on smart grid technology, where companies/research centres or energy companies behind the projects wish to apply the technology in a local authority context. 

As an example, Skanderborg municipality has participated in local project about CO2 efficient sailing in the local lake lands (fuelling boats for tourist with electricity generated from solar cells). A further development of such a project would require a combination with Smart Grid technology in order to use the solar energy efficiently and in order to secure that boats are able to draw renewable energy at any time. 

The municipality could for instance function as a test platform for products or processes and thereby support further development of this or similar project. Similarly, testing of smart grid technology may be applied in relation to intelligent energy use in households etc. 

2. CO 2 efficient city/villages

Skanderborg Municipality is interested in obtaining more information on potential partners or projects that wish to further develop an idea about a CO2 efficient city area. This is to be obtained by ensuring that the citizens/households in a certain area become CO2 efficient/neutral through the use of sustainable energy resource. 

We could imagine a common project that aims at establishing an area of households, where energy consumption and energy production go hand in hand, so that households only use electricity, when there is energy from renewable sources (wind, solar thermal etc.) available in power plant. 

Such a project idea could have two focus points which might be divided into different potential projects:

1) ideas on how to create local energy production/optimize energy production in the household (solar thermal/wind energy) and the technical aspects of ensuring that households only draw electricity when it can be generated from renewable energy from the power plant – this might include testing/developing smart grid technology. 

2) Ideas/analysis´ and activities that concerns changing household behaviour in terms of switching to energy from renewable sources. Here, existing villages/country side villages etc. might work as a testing area in a project. 

3. Change of energy behaviour in households (similar to above)
The municipality of Skanderborg is interested in developing ideas with partners (local municipalities/educational institutions/enterprises etc.) on how to increase the use of energy from renewable sources in the households. More specifically, a project focus could be how to change household behaviour, for instance securing that households switch towards the use of energy from renewable resources (solar thermal, wind energy etc. )
4. Projects evolving around generating electricity from solar thermal 

Renewable energy and generating heat/electricity from solar thermal is a priority in the upcoming climate strategy for Skanderborg Municipality and as such, projects relating to new ideas on how best to use solar thermal technology would be of interest to us. 
Partners

We imagine potential partners being local authorities, research and educational institutions, enterprises and / or SME’s.  

In terms of cooperation, Skanderborg Municipality is looking for partners interested in developing project ideas that may result in an application for an EU project in 2011 or 2012. Additionally, we would also be interested in getting in touch with a group of partners applying for an EU project in a near future that might be lacking a partner. Finally, Skanderborg Municipality is interested in bilateral or multilateral cooperation on i.e. best practise or knowledge sharing, for instance on household behaviour and energy savings.  
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